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The Problem Of Distracted Driving 
• No. 1 cause of death in the US (3-34 yr olds) 
• Since 1994, 39,000 – 46,000 killed in motor vehicle crashes 
• NSC estimates 25% of 2008 crashes involved with cell-
phones 
• NSC data shows risks higher for talking on cell phones than 
texting 
The Trend of Legislations 
• 200 state bills introduced to ban cell phone use while driving 
• President Obama issued Executive Order to ban federal 
employees from texting while driving 
• NSC survey shows that employers are implementing 
employee policies banning talking and texting while driving 
• Similar trend: no ban or focus on hands-free devices 
• Similarities in risk for hands-free and hands-held 
How Cell-Phone Driving Impairs 
Performance 
• Multi-tasking  
• Inattention Blindness 
• Slower response and reaction time 
Theory of Planned Behavior 
Design 
• Online questionnaire designed to assess 
components of the theory 
• 7 types of distracted driving activities assessed 
• Sample: Amazon mTurk website 
Measures 
•  <<“Constructing Questionnaires Based on The 
Theory of Planned Behavior” – A Manual for Health 
Services Researchers >> 
 --- Francis et al. (2004) 
•  “Social Desirability Measure” 
-- Fischer, D.G. & Fick, C. (1993) 
